The Cooper Union School of Art In Opposition to the Proposed
Changes to the Code of Conduct as Drafted by the Board of
Trustees. :

We, members of the School of Art, are signing in opposition to the draft for the proposed
Student Code of Conduct, written by the Board of Trustees of the Cooper Union, as it
was presented to the Administrative Chairs of the Student Councils on Tuesday,
November 19", 2013.

Peter Cooper stated in a letter to the trustees from April 29" 1859, “Desiring, as | do,
that the students of this institution may become pre-eminent examples in the practice of
all the virtues, | have determined to give them an opportunity to distinguish themselves
for their good judgment by annually recommending to the Trustees for adoption, such
rules and regulations as they, on mature reflection, shall believe to be necessary and
proper, to preserve good morals and good order throughout their connection with this
institution.”

With his words in mind, we feel that #g only wamendments to the Code of Conduct
which are initiated and voted on by the students are legitimate. We refuse to accept the
changes as they are proposed and, with them, the intent of the Board of Trustees to
circumvent the authority of the student body to impose and enforce their own standards
for student conduct. This act is seen as repressive, coercive, and undermining the
agency of the students as a governing body
Until the students are in control of the Code of Conduct once again, and may initiate,
draft, and vote on amendments as they see fit, changes to the current Code of Conduct
are considered illegitimate.
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